
A SONG DESCRIBING 
INTERGROUP TENSION 

BETWEEN NORTH AFRICAN 
IMMIGRANTS AND UPPER-

CLASS FRENCH

Blur the Line




Verse Intergroup Perspective

Well these wounds run 
deep,

The pain is stoking the 
fires that burn out in the 
streets.

Is dignity too much to 
seek?

We'll keep lighting up your 
cars for a glimpse of the 
access you keep

This verse alludes to
the social competition via
car-bombing and rioting
and hints at the
subordinated group’s loss
of voice and access because of
their identity.
I utilize a scale tone that is
common in North African
Music.



Verse Intergroup Perspective

Oh, but everything is très
belle (very beautiful) 
up here,
We can't conceive of 
why you bleed, yeah it's 
swell up here.

It seems you've got a 
decent cut,

I see only open doors 
that you claim are shut 

This is from the 
privileged French point 
of view. Standpoint 
theory claims they can’t 
even see the problem 
because of their place in 
society. 
Note the happier tone.



Verse Intergroup Perspective

We've been whispering in 
the dark,

Assimilation has fanned 
these flames up from a 
spark.

When cultures integrate, 
identity is at stake,

Can our groups relate and 
facilitate? 

We could blur the line or 
say "Better luck next 
time”

France’s assimilation 
policy leaves groups 
feeling societally
slighted … Pettigrew’s 
facilitating conditions 
for positive intergroup 
contact are also briefly 
alluded to in this chorus.



Verse
Intergroup Perspective

You see us in France's 
white knuckle grip,

Stop yourself from 
activating a prejudicial 
script.

A lack of social grace 
removes our choice,

And this violence 
becomes our only 
voice.

This verse hints at 
scripts being activated 
from our physical 
construals that we use to 
draw up stereotypes. 
Muted group status 
makes violent acts a 
way to claim media and 
group vitality.



Verse Intergroup Perspective

Well we would like you to 
feel accommodated,

Learn the language, quit 
your religion, and stop 
feeling so hated.

The sun shines on both 
you and I,
So put down that 
Molotov and give 
society a try.

The paradox of the 
integration model in France 
is mentioned. They say they 
are secular but support 
Christian schools and ways 
of life but don’t provide 
funding for Mosques or 
allow children to express 
their Islamic religion by 
wearing headscarves. 



Verse Intergroup Perspective

We've been whispering in the 
dark,

Assimilation has fanned 
these flames up from a 
spark.

When cultures integrate, 
identity is at stake,

Can our groups relate and 
facilitate? 

We could blur the line or say 
"Better luck next time“

For positive interaction, 
it is necessary to blur the 
line between ingroups
and outgroups and see 
each other as 
individuals. 
Hence the name of the 
song.

Blur The Line



Where Do You Blur The Line?

Questions? Comments?
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